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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8 and 10-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Rotheiser et a! (5,935,281 ). 

Rotheiser et a! teach an air cleaner (10) comprising a lower retaining segment 
(16), an upper retaining segment (18) and a filtration member (20), and the lower 
retaining segment further comprises an air cleaner coupling means for coupling the air. 
cleaner to the air cleaner receptacle, and the lower retaining means segrnent and the air 
coupling means being integrally formed from a single material (see 80A in Figs. 1 & 3). 
Rotheiser et al further teach the coupling meians further comprising threaded portion 
(see Figs. 1 & 3). Rotheiser et al also teach a method of coupling an air cleaner to an 
air receptacle comprising the steps of inserting a coupling means into a threaded 
receptacle means, rotating the air cleaner within an air cleaner receptacle until 
adequate secured. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1,13 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Ham (6,991,112 82). 
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Ham teaches an air cleaner liaving a lower retaining segment (14b), an upper 
retaining segment (14a), a filtration member (12), an air cleaner coupling means - 
projections not labeled (in Fig. 6a) integral with lower retaining segment (14b), and the 
filter cartridge is disposable (see col. 5, line 50). 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public _ 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 3 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
any one of Merritt et al (5,919,279), Keller et al (5,509,948), Dudley et al (5,275,636) 
and Boeckermann etal (5,112,372). 

Merritt et al teach an air cleaner having a lower retaining segment (46), an upper 
retaining segment (44), a filtration member (18), an air cleaner coupling means (62) 
integral with lower retaining segment (46) (see details of Fig. 2). 

Keller et al teach an air cleaner (16) having a lower retaining segment (15), an 
upper retaining segment (14), a filtration member (20), an air cleaner coupling means 
(28) integral with lower retaining segment (15), and the filter cartridge is disposable (first 
line of Abstract) (see details of Fig. 1 ). 

Dudley et al teach an air cleaner having a lower retaining segment (22), an upper 
retaining segment (20), a filtration member (14), an air cleaner coupling integral with 
lower retaining segment (22), and the filter cartridge is disposable (see first line of the 
Abstract) (see details of Fig. 1 ). 

Boeckermann et al teach an air cleaner having a lower retaining segment (20), 
an upper retaining segment (19), a filtration member (16), an air cleaner coupling (24) 
integral with lower retaining segment (20) (see details of Fig. 1 ). 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on January 5, 2007 have been fully considered but 
tliey are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that none of the cited references Alseth or Hoffman discloses "a 
fully disposable filter cartridge with no removable parts, wherein a lower retaining 
segment and the air cleaner coupling means are integrally formed from a single 
material". The Examiner now drops both Alselth and Hoffman references and newly 
introduces Rotheiser et a! (5,935,281 ), Ham (6,991 .112 B2), Merritt et a! (5.919,279), 
Keller et a! (5,509,948), Dudley et al (5,275,636) and Boeckemiann et al (5,1 12,372) 
under the 102(a) and 102(e) rejections of the claims as below: 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Rotheiser et al (5,935,281 ). 

Rotheiser et al teach an air cleaner (10) comprising a lower retaining segment 
(16), an upper retaining segment (18) and a filtration member (20), and the lower 
retaining segment further comprises an air cleaner coupling means for coupling the air 
cleaner to the air cleaner receptacle, and the lower retaining means segment and the air 
coupling means being integrally fomried from a single material (see 80A in Figs. 1 & 3). 
Rotheiser et al further teach the coupling means further comprising threaded portion 
(see Figs. 1 & 3), as claimed. Rotheiser et al also teach a method of coupling an air 
cleaner to an air receptacle comprising the steps of inserting a coupling means into a 
threaded receptacle means, rotating the air cleaner within an air cleaner receptacle until 
adequate secured, as claimed. 
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Claims 1,13 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Ham (6,991,112 62). 

IHam teaches an air cleaner having a lower retaining segment (14b), an upper 
retaining segment (14a), a filtration member (12), an air cleaner coupling means - 
projections not labeled (in Fig. 6a) integral with lower retaining segment (14b), and the 
filter cartridge is disposable (see col. 5, line 50), as claimed. 

Claims 1, 3 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
any one of Merritt et al (5,919,279), Keller et al (5,509,948), Dudley et al (5,275,636) 
and Boeckermann et al (5,112,372), as claimed. 

Merritt et al teach an air cleaner having a lower retaining segment (46), an upper 
retaining segment (44), a filtration member (18), an air cleaner coupling means (62) 
integral with lower retaining segment (46) (see details of Fig. 2), as claimed. 

Keller et al teach an air cleaner (16) having a lower retaining segment (15), an 
upper retaining segment (14), a filtration member (20), an air cleaner coupling means 
(28) integral with lower retaining segment (15), and the filter cartridge is disposable (first 
line of Abstract) (see details of Fig. 1 ), as claimed. 

Dudley et al teach an air cleaner having a lower retaining segment (22), an upper 
retaining segment (20), a filtration member (14), an air cleaner coupling integral with 
lower retaining segment (22), and the filter cartridge is disposable (see first line of the 
Abstract) (see details of Fig. 1 ), as claimed. 
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Boeckermann et al teach an air cleaner having a lower retaining segment (20), 
an upper retaining segment (19), a filtration member (16), an air cleaner coupling (24) 
integral with lower retaining segment (20) (see details of Fig. 1 ), as claimed. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8 and 10-20 have been 
thoroughly considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection, as 
discussed above. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh-Chau T. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 163. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon/Tues/Thur/Fri 7:00 am - 
5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 1 66. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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